Addendum to Course Syllabus Template

Why Faculty May Want to Add Best Practices Clauses
The "Best Practices" clauses offer several benefits for faculty to incorporate into their syllabi:   
· Clarity and Expectations: They establish clear expectations for students regarding important issues like freedom of expression, academic support, and conduct.   
· Support Resources: They provide students with easy access to information about relevant college resources, such as disability services, career services, and diversity and inclusion initiatives.   
· Inclusivity: They promote a welcoming and inclusive learning environment for all students, including veterans, students with disabilities, and students from diverse backgrounds.   
· Alignment with College Values: They align the syllabus with the college's strategic goals and values, such as equity, diversity, inclusion, and sustainability.   
Optional Best Practices clauses (for face-to-face, hybrid and online modalities):

Freedom of Expression
At Montgomery County Community College, we value and uphold the First Amendment right to freedom of speech and academic freedom. We believe in fostering a learning environment where open inquiry and the robust discussion of diverse ideas are welcomed. In this spirit, students will not face penalties based on the content or viewpoints of their speech. If student expression in the classroom is relevant to the subject matter and conveyed respectfully, it is encouraged and respected.
College Equity Statement for Student Success
The College is dedicated to guaranteeing that every student has the necessary support to succeed by intentionally designing the college experience. For more details, please refer to "Montco for All." Strategic Plan. 
Veteran’s Resources
At Montco Community College, we deeply appreciate the sacrifices and contributions of our military service members, veterans, and their families. We are committed to ensuring equitable support for all those who have served or are currently serving, as well as their spouses and family members who are part of our community. Our goal is to create an inclusive and supportive environment where every member of our veteran and military community feels valued, empowered, and equipped to thrive both academically and personally. For more information, see: Veteran's Resource Cener webpage. 
IT Support Services
Montco offers technical support to help you use the College’s online tools and services. You can get help with things like Canvas, Montco Connect, Outlook email, Zoom, passwords, Wi‑Fi, and printing. 
If you need assistance, you can:
· Call the IT Service Desk at 215‑641‑6495. 
· Use the chat feature on the IT Support webpage. 
· Visit in person at: 
· Blue Bell Campus – ATC Building, Room 322
· Pottstown Campus – South Hall, Room 256 
The IT Support website also includes a Self‑Help Knowledge Base where you can find answers to common questions. If you run into any trouble accessing your course materials or college systems, please reach out—IT Support is here to help you succeed.  For more information, see: IT Support Services webpage
Basic Needs 
If any student is facing challenges accessing resources to meet their basic needs such as safety, food, or stable housing, and believes this might impact their performance in the course, we encourage them to reach out to Wellness@mc3.edu. You can find the College’s Health and Wellness page by clicking on the Wellness Services webpage.  For more information, click on the  access to community services webpage.

Concussion Protocol
If you have been diagnosed or suspect you have sustained a concussion, contact the instructor and Disability Services immediately to discuss class attendance and academic support needed. Students who have documentation from a health care provider confirming a concussion are encouraged to notify the Office of Disability Services to receive academic support and accommodation if needed. 

Service Animals in the Classroom
Service animals may accompany their student handlers in all areas of the College open to the public. The College strongly encourages students with disabilities who use service animals to notify the Office of Disability Services through the Service Animal Notification Survey. It is recommended that students should also notify their class instructors in advance if the service animal will accompany them to class. Any questions please refer to the Service Animal Policy.

