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What does the Eagles’ historic win mean to Philadelphians? Find out on Page 3. 
Left to right: Jeffery Lurie (Owner), Nick Foles (QB), Nate Sudfeld (QB), Carson Wentz (QB)

 Photo by Justin Patrick Oakes

Congratulations, Philadelphia Eagles! 
Super Bowl LII Champions
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Fly Eagles Fly
On the road to victory
Fight, Fight, Fight
Fight Eagles Fight
Score a touchdown 1-2-3
1-2-3
Hit ‘em low
Hit ‘em high
And watch our Eagles fight
Fly Eagles Fly
On the road to victory
E-A-G-L-E-S!
Eagles!

 For years, the Philadelphia 
Eagles fight song has remained 
a beacon of hope for fans, young 
and old, hoping that someday 
soon the Eagles would become 
Super Bowl champions. On 
February 4, the fight song of 
hope became the fight song of 
celebration as the Philadelphia 
Eagles won their first Super 
Bowl in franchise history. 
 As someone who joined 
Americans across the country to 

witness history on television, I was 
immensely proud of the underdog 
team who rose up from numerous 
adversities and odds against 
them to become champions. 
Throughout the season, many 
doubted that the Eagles would 
ever have a shot to become NFC, 
much less, Super Bowl champs. 
Yet, the team defied the odds, and 
they, the team’s players, coaching 
staff and owners, all fought for 
the Lombardi Trophy for one 
reason and one reason only: for 
Philadelphia.
 As Eagles champ starting 
center, Jason Kelce, said in a 
passionate speech on the steps 
of the Philadelphia Museum of 
Art to millions of fans during 
the victory parade, “Any of you 
know who the biggest underdog 
is? It’s y’all, Philadelphia. For 
fifty-two years, y’all have been 
waiting for this. You want to 
talk about an underdog? You 
want to talk about a hungry dog? 

For fifty-two years you’ve been 
starved of this championship.”
  Starved indeed. 
 There’s something to take 
away from the Eagles’ historic 
win. That grit, determination, 
sacrifice, perseverance, and 
supportive group systems all 
play into a successful outcome. 
This successful outcome, for the 
Philadelphia Eagles at least, was 
their Super Bowl win. However, 
to others who are also starved, 
starved of what they want, what 
they desire, what they work 
hard to achieve, the Eagles’ win 
serves as a reminder to press 
forward in every endeavor no 
matter what it is.
 Within this issue, our staff 
writes about a lot of instances 
of underdogs rising above and 

pressing forward. 
 April Harvey describes the 
challenges she faced growing 
up with scars on her body after 
being born four months early, 
and yet she rose above her self-
doubts and became the confident, 
outgoing woman she is today. 
 Alonso Barrantes describes 
the odds of Oscar nominees 
winning Best Picture.
 Bridget Depew and Justin 
Patrick Oakes describe the 
courage of people standing up 
in marches for those whom they 
believe are underdogs.
 Within this issue, you’ll 
read about the underdogs in the 
College’s community and abroad. 
Just like the Eagles have proven 
with their win, anything is possible 
and that anything is achievable. 

Sara Wilkerson
The Montgazette Editor–in–Chief
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An Eagles fan proudly wears an underdog mask during 
the Super Bowl victory parade in Philadelphia on Feb. 8.

Photo by Justin Patrick Oakes



Page 3March 2018

 There’s a little over two minutes 
left in the game. I’m on my knees 
in the living room, quietly doing a 
prayer, maybe to comfort myself, 
maybe to ease the tension, maybe 
just out of old habit, maybe because 
sometimes you have to have a little 
faith in the underdog. 
 “Dear God, if you’re up there, let 
them win this for my dad. He’s waited 
too long, I don’t want him to have to 
wait anymore.” 
 I haven’t believed in a long time. 
But I was willing to pull out all the 
stops that day, anything in hopes that 
the Birds would bring the Lombardi 
Trophy to Broad Street. Then the play 
happened. Tom Brady steps back for 
a pass as the pocket collapses around 
him. Brandon Graham is there, and 
the ball that was in Brady’s hands 
just… isn’t. The Eagles have the ball 
in what became a definitive turnover 
that all but sealed the game for Philly. 
I leaped off the floor, screaming my 

full head off, waving my old Eagles 
beanie around, and shouting a few 
too many expletives at a befuddled 
Brady… all in good jest, of course…
 There’s nine seconds left, and the 
Pats are about to start the final play of 
the game. I can barely watch, my heart 
doing summersaults inside of my 
chest as a thought crosses my mind: 
“Today may have been the wrong day 
to forget to take my anxiety meds…” 
The ball is out of Brady’s hands. I 
close my eyes, unable to watch. 
 The pass is incomplete.
 The Eagles win the Super Bowl.
 For the first time all season, my 
dad fell silent. He’s been watching 
the Eagles since the 70s, has seen two 
Super Bowl losses, countless staff 
changes and player trades, and I don’t 
think once has he fell silent. He later 
told me that he was beginning to think 
that he might not see a Super Bowl 
win in his life. To my dad, a man 
who’s just a tad shy of being overly 

emotional, that silence was like him 
crying tears of joy. 
 There is something about this 
win that is so uniquely “Philadelphia.” 
New York has rich people and artists. 
Los Angeles has rich people and 
reality stars. Philly has blue collar 
underdogs. That’s just what this city 
is made up of. For the entire season, 
despite having the best record in the 
NFL, the Eagles were the underdogs, 
so much so that offensive tackle Lane 
Johnson and defensive end Chris Long 
donned German Shepard masks after 
playoff games. So, to the blue collar 
working class of Philadelphia, this win 
truly was for them. It wasn’t another 
ring to further inflate Tom Brady’s ego 
(ironically, that seems to be the only 
thing of Brady’s that’s inflated…), 
it wasn’t another stone-faced Bill 
Belichick celebration, it was a win for 
every person in Philly who has waited 
52 years for a Super Bowl win. 
 The Eagles’ win reminded every 

hard-working person in Philadelphia, 
every person that’s down on his or 
her luck, every fighter, contender, 
challenger, and underdog that, if they 
just put their minds and hearts into 
it, if they just keep getting up every 
time they get knocked down, not only 
can they go the distance, but they can 
win. In his profanity-laced celebration 
parade speech, starting center Jason 
Kelce reminded us that underdogs 
are hungry dogs. We may all still 
be underdogs, and we may all still 
be hungry, but to the hard-working, 
loving, strong people of Philadelphia, 
this victory tasted oh so sweet. This 
win was for the Union worker who 
fights for his family, for the single 
mother who works three jobs for her 
kids, for the mechanics, like my father, 
who’ve worked every day of their 
life since they were eighteen just to 
provide. This was for the underdogs. 
This was for Philadelphia. This was 
Philadelphia. Youse guys did it!

T H E  M O N TGA Z E T T E

Justin Patrick Oakes
The Montgazette Staff

Eagles fans gather outside Philadelphia City Hall for the 
Super Bowl victory parade on Feb. 8.

Photo by Justin Patrick Oakes

Eagle’s Kicker Jake Elliot sings along to 
Steve Miller Band’s “Fly Like an Eagle” .

Photo by Justin Patrick Oakes

An Underdog is a Hungry Dog
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 The Communicating Arts Production 
Group (CAPG) is an extracurricular television 
club at the College that broadcasts a weekly 
student-run news show called The Buzz 
Update. Perhaps you have seen the show on 
the big screens in Parkhouse, the Advanced 
Technology Center and College Hall. The 
club meets on Mondays and Wednesdays 
in the production room (ATC114) at 12:30 
PM. Mondays are when the club tapes the 
newscast, which means everyone is in their 
position, whether that be in the studio or 
the control room. Wednesdays are when 
the production meetings occur. In these 
meetings, the club fills all the positions that 
it takes to create a successful show and 
assigns stories to writers. CAPG relies on 
anchors, reporters, camera and teleprompter 
operators, audio technicians, etc. to make 
the TV magic happen. CAPG has a position 
for everyone, even if you are not interested 
in production. CAPG is always on the active 
search for news writers, who are responsible 
for the content that is read on the air by the 
anchors. However, if you enjoy being in front 
of the camera, then anchoring the broadcast 
should spark your interest. 
 It is important to note that everyone in 
the club rotates between positions, so one 
person is not always doing the same job. 
Although learning the equipment can be 
daunting, CAPG Secretary, Rachel Darde, 
says new members should not be anxious 
because, “We have many experienced 
members that will show you the ropes on 
Mondays during production!” Many small 
television stations combine jobs, so the 
reporter is responsible for shooting, editing 
and producing their own stories. This is 
what makes the club such a valuable tool for 
students interested in entering the television 
production field. 
 Allan Schear, communications professor 
and co-advisor to the club, says, “CAPG has 

helped numerous [communications, or] COM, 
students get their start in the broadcasting 
and TV production field by providing hands-
on writing, shooting and editing skills in 
a real-time news environment. This co-
curricular club has sent many successful 
MCCC graduates into entry level positions in 
the Philadelphia broadcasting community.” 
Schear co-advises CAPG with Jeff Asch, who 
is also a communications professor at the 
College. Both have an extensive background 
in the broadcasting industry. Schear has 
worked for FOX and NBC, and Asch can be 
heard regularly on KYW News Radio.    
 In addition to the weekly broadcasts, 
the club also puts together a compilation 
of all the communications projects students 
have produced throughout the semester. 
The spring semester screening will be held 
on May 8th in the Science Center Theater 

at 6:30 PM., and everyone is welcome to 
attend. CAPG provides hoagies and other 
light refreshments before the show begins. 
In fact, non-communications members 
are encouraged to attend. According to 
Darde,“Most of the Communication classes 
are required to attend for their final, but 
it’s good for other people who might 
be interested in the field to see what the 
Communications program is all about.”

ON
 CA

M
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S
CAPG: The News Team

Matt Silverman
The Montgazette Staff

Matt Silverman reporting for CAPG

Photo by Camille Hernandez
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•  Transfer scholarships available

•  Articulation agreement offers 
guaranteed admission and 
core-to-core

•  More than 25 academic degrees

•  100% of our students relevant 
experience before graduation

Delaware Valley University makes transferring easy

TRANSFER TUESDAY EVENT
April 17

          > delval.edu/finishFIND 
OUT 

700 East Butler Ave. Doylestown, PA 18901 | delval.edu

MORE THAN

25
BACHELOR
DEGREES

FINISH THE DEGREE YOU STARTED

Accepting applications 
for summer and fall 2018

Health is at our core.

The Value of Family

Introducing a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Health Promotion & Wellness
As the field of healthcare grows, and the focus on preventive care 
increases, so does the demand for expertise in promoting healthy lifestyles. 
Our new Health Promotion & Wellness degree covers a broad range of 
industry knowledge and skills that employers are searching for. Put yourself 
on a career path that parallels your core value —to improve the lives of 
others. Plus every day you’re with us, you’ll be surrounded by students and 
faculty who share your sense of community and higher family values.

Enroll today for Fall 2018

Join our Family. 
Learn more at HolyFamily.edu/HWtransfer
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 For most of modern history, 
the entire United States has 
attributed its independence to 
strong, revolutionary men who 
dared, in the city of Philadelphia, 
to stand up for what they had 
believed was right, against the 
tyrannical rule of England’s king. 
But, what I saw on the day of 
the Women’s March challenged 
every history book I’ve ever 
read, every social studies class 
I’d ever taken, every story I’d 
ever been told.
 I started off my day in Center 
City with my girlfriend, Leah, 
and some of our friends. We 
had arrived at the apartment of 
a friend of Leah’s grandmother, 
a real happening place where 
we could kick back for a little 
bit before the March and make 

some posters. Aging spitfires 
and mutineers sat around an 
oval dinner table sipping coffee 
and trading old war stories 
from protests of long ago. Like 
a little old band of rebels, they 
sat planning the day’s events, 
emblazoning poster board with 
clever rhymes and slogans, and 
reminiscing, as if history wasn’t 
in the making right before their 
very eyes.
 After the meeting, a few of 
us had decided to take off early 
to help lead the March down the 
Ben Franklin Parkway to the Art 
Museum steps. As we walked, 
we could see bands of cohorts 
getting ready to march just as we 
were, excited and unafraid. 

Continued on Page 7. 

Don’t Tread on woMEn
Justin Patrick Oakes

The Montgazette Staff

WoMen Marchers in front of the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art on Jan. 20. 

Photo by Justin Patrick Oakes

Photo by Justin Patrick Oakes

C
this ad?

Of course you do!

...and so do thousands of others!

For advertising info:
email montgazette@gmail.com 
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 Walking up towards 
the parkway, Macklemore’s 
“Same Love,” a song about 
the beauty of love in the 
LGBTQ+ community, blared 
out of large speakers that had 
been set up. 
 People had shown up in 
droves, with high-heel clad 
men following Iron Jawed 
Angels into what would 
probably be the largest 
march of the year. Signs 
plastered with anti-Trump 
messages were proudly 
hoisted into the electric air 
by people of all ages, races, 
creeds, and backgrounds. It 
was at that moment that I 
became choked up. I’d never 
been to a protest before, and 

something about this one 
just really got to me. There 
we all were, in the most 
revolutionary city on the 
face of the earth, exercising 
our First Amendment right, 
a freedom guaranteed to 
some all those years ago, 
now given to almost all, 
thanks to the ancestors of so 
many of us who had shown 
up to continue to strengthen 
our democracy. 
 The March lasted for 
another few hours, with 
speeches and celebrations of 
equality and righteousness 
in the face of wickedness. 
Countless thousands chanted 
and clapped, whooped and 
hollered, fearlessly leading 

the charge. Some walked 
around singing songs of peace 
and tapping on tambourines 
like lost time travelers from 
the Summer of Love. 
 But, as the droves 
that had shown up began 
to clear, so had we, back 
into the revolutionary city. 
What struck me most of 
the whole ordeal was that 
in the piercing blackness 
of American midnight, it 
wasn’t the men, but the 
women, the unspoken, 
unsung, unpraised heroes 
of all revolutions, who had 
finally forged their way 
through to the foreground 
in order to flip the switch 
and offer a shimmer of light 

to even the darkest corners 
of the nation. With women 
leading the way, it seems that 

our populace is incapable of 
achieving anything less than 
our best.

WoMen marchers in Philadelphia on Jan. 20. 

Photo by Justin Patrick Oakes

NO LIMITS  
TO YOUR SUCCESS

• TRANSFER SCHOLARSHIPS 

• CAREER-DRIVEN MAJORS 

• TIMELY CREDIT EVALUATIONS

www.neumann.edu/transfer • 610-558-5616

Megan Jaid Schroeder, Assistant Director of Admissions
Transfer Outreach and Recruitment

woMEn
Continued from Page 6.
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 During this academic school 
year, my goal is to improve my 
self-confidence. Self-confidence 
is an issue I have been dealing 
with for a while. It started in my 
early childhood and affected me 
through my teen years. Shyness 
affected my confidence in high 
school. My birth plays a big 
part in my low self-esteem. My 
mother was told that I would be 
“slow” and not “smart like other 
children.” She was told that 
babies do not live when they are 
born too early and weigh only a 
pound, as I did.
  I was born four months early. 
My mom was told that I would 
be incapable of being normal. 
The doctor said I would be 
unable to do things that healthy 

children do, like walk and talk. 
Even to this day, I have scars on 
my arms and legs because I was 
born so early and my skin was so 
thin. The doctors put me on life 
support for many weeks. I left the 
hospital still on oxygen.
 It was hard to make friends 
in my first years of school. I 
walked differently because I 
needed to wear braces on my 
legs. Children did not want to 
play with me because I was 
different. Even though I wanted 
to be around other children, I 
would not know what to say, so I 
stayed quiet. 
 When I started high school, 
I began feeling invisible. It was 
challenging for me in some 
classes. I thought something was 

wrong with me. My 
peers seemed smarter 
and looked like they 
had more potential. 
 I was only 
happy spending my 
high school years with 
my sister, Samara. Yet, 
some days I still felt 
invisible. I thought 
there was nothing 
special about me 
because I was not like 
some of my peers.
 However, a 
scripture in my Bible 
helped me to remember 
I was “fearfully and 
wonderfully made.” I 
would think about my 
relationship with God 
most days. He never 

thought of me as invisible. My 
church family loved me. None 
of them made me feel invisible. 
In addition, my mom always 
said I could do anything that I 
put my mind to. 
 As I got older, I realized 
everyone is different. There is 
nothing wrong with me! I have 
potential too. Everyone had 
something special to offer in 
certain areas. Some peers have 
potential in math and history. 
Others are artistic or good with 
computers. Ever since that day 
that I’ve realized my potential, I 
never felt invisible again. I used 
to have trouble making friends 
because I was shy. Now it is 
easier because I am becoming 
more outgoing.
 As time has gone by, my 
self-esteem has gotten so much 
better! I realize being myself is 
not anything to be ashamed of. 
I am beginning to enjoy having 
time to myself in school by 
doing things I love. My personal 
and social life started having 
balance. In my junior and senior 
years of high school, I made 
a lot of friends. During those 
years, I learned to accept myself 
no matter what anyone thought.  
I am in college now and have 
friends to talk to. Nothing can 
get in my way because I have 
confidence. 
 I want to help others have 
confidence in themselves. I want 
others to know they can be an 
overcomer, like me. A disability 
should not define anyone.

Defying Limits:
The Life of an Overcomer

April Harvey
The Montgazette Staff

April Harvey - Self Portrait

What’s going on at

MCCC?
It’s easy to find out! 

Just visit the

Active Data Calendar

View, subscribe, or downlaod 
the events you’re interested in. 
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Program Features:

•   Transfer up to 72 credits as a full-
time or part-time student

•  8-week terms, 5 terms per year 

•   Convenient class schedules, 
meeting once a week (evenings, 
afternoons, or Saturday mornings)

•   Several online courses offered  
per term

•   Professors with expertise and  
real-world experience

•   Opportunity to earn credits for 
lifelong learning or professional 
development

Choice of 11 Majors:
•  Accounting

•  Business Management

•  Behavioral and Health Services

•  Health Sciences

•  Health Services Management

•  Human Resource Management

•  Information Technology

•  Law Enforcement Leadership

•   Leadership in Emergency Services

•   Leadership in Homeland Security

•  Organizational Leadership

Accelerated Bachelor of Science Degree Completion Program
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE for Montgomery 

County Community College Students who 

graduate with GPAs of 3.0 or Higher

Contact 215.951.2900 or SCPS@PhilaU.edu  

to request a meeting with an academic advisor, to 

have your transcripts evaluated for transfer credits, 

to ask questions and to be invited to upcoming 

information sessions.

From application to graduation—our academic advisors are with you 
throughout your entire education, providing the support you need to 
stay on track.

Multiple Locations:

East Falls Campus  

4201 Henry Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144

Bucks County (Bucks County Technology Park) 

4800 E. Street Road, Trevose, PA 19053

Delaware County (Pennsylvania Institute of Technology) 

800 Manchester Avenue, Media, PA 19063

with Jefferson’s (Philadelphia University + Thomas Jefferson University) 
School of Continuing and Professional Studies 

Be Real-World Ready

 www.EastFalls.Jefferson.edu/SCPS
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YOUR MAJOR.
YOUR PASSION.
YOUR PENN STATE.
CLOSE TO HOME.

Transfer easily into any one of Penn State Abington’s nineteen four-year 
majors and experience a world-renowned education at our suburban 
campus—just minutes away from Philadelphia.

Transfer scholarships are available for students who sign a letter of intent 
and meet eligibility requirements! Apply today at bit.ly/psu-transfer.

Or call 215-881-7836 to schedule an appointment with a transfer 
admissions counselor and we’ll waive your application fee.

YOU’RE INVITED! Get to Know Your Major at 
Penn State Abington on Saturday, March 17. 
Register today at bit.ly/psu-major2018

 We live in a day and 
age of self-preservation 
and self-satisfaction. As a 
result, a generation is arising 
with a mentality that it is 
paramount to look out only 
for oneself and to eliminate 
any obstacle preventing one 
from experiencing happiness 
– even if that obstacle is a 
human being.
 It was the landmark 
decision of Roe v. Wade in 
1973 that legalized on demand 
abortions. In opposition to 
the Roe v. Wade ruling, a 
small group of demonstrators 
peacefully took to the streets 
of Washington, D.C. to 
express their disdain over 
the ruling and to proclaim 
their fundamental belief that 
the lives of the unborn are to 
be treated with dignity and 

respect, entitled to the same 
rights to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness to which 
all born humans are entitled.
 Every year, on the 
anniversary of the Roe v. Wade 
ruling, thousands of Pro-lifers 
gather in Washington D.C. for 
what has been called the March 
for Life. I attended the march 
for the first time. Beyond a 
demonstration, this was a 
profound experience for many 
attendees who felt energized 
by a solidarity with others 
who shared their passion. 
After the march, one attendee, 
Laura Beyer, stated, “I was 
honored to be there. We know, 
without question, that abortion 
is murder and we cannot 
continue condoning it. It was 
such a powerful experience 
to be one of hundreds of 

thousands of voices speaking 
out for the truth.” More than 
the peacefulness and solidarity 
that was exhibited by the 
demonstrators, I was struck by 
the age group that surrounded 
me. There was a large 
population of high school-
aged and younger people in 
attendance. I saw hope for our 
future.
 I encountered a young 
man, Isaac Howard, marching 
with his family. Only fourteen 
years of age, he declared that, 
“It is about time that our 
government recognize the 
truth…that all men are created 
equal.” He further stated that 

abortions deny the unborn 
the basic and simple right to 
life, and he felt it necessary to 
march in solidarity for those 
rights. His compassion for 
the unborn was only matched 
by his concern for pregnant 
mothers’ safety.
 Pro-choice advocate, 
April Sauler, stated, “[A 
woman] should be able 
to decide whether or not 
[they’re] ready to be a 
mother…and ready to carry 
that child.” However, she 
maintains a respect of the 
belief system and doesn’t 
view it as a threat. “I don’t 
feel [the March for Life] takes 

away from my rights. I can’t 
tell them they can’t march 
for something they believe 
in. I do not believe it’s ok to 
take away someone’s rights to 
peaceful protest.”
 All in all, I found my 
participation in the March 
for Life to be inspiring and 
motivating. I may not see 
an end to abortion in my 
lifetime, but I remain hopeful, 
given the impact the pro-life 
movement has had on the 
younger generation. All is not 
lost. The voiceless were heard 
loud and clear on January 19, 
2018. And they will continue 
to be heard.

We March On
Bridget Depew

The Montgazette Staff

Photo by Bridget Depew
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FIND  OUT  WHY  IT’S  GOOD 
TO  BE  GOLDEN

Transfer Information Sessions:
Friday, March 23 & March 30 at 11 am 

KU Transfer Day: Friday, April 27 at 10 am

Register at 
www.kutztown.edu/visit 
or call 610-683-4060

 DISCOVER YOUR NEXT…

at Montgomery County Community College, Blue Bell and Pottstown campuses 

Accelerated bachelor’s degrees; six majors; one night per week;  
textbooks included; tuition locked; financial aid and scholarships available
1-888-253-8851 • SPS@ALBRIGHT.EDU • WWW.ALBRIGHT.EDU/SPS
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Prepare here for a successful healthcare or  
science career, be proven everywhere you go:

• 96% of our students are employed or accepted for advanced degrees  
within six months after graduation. 

• Our graduates are top ten in the nation for earning power.
• 94% of well-qualified students are accepted to U.S medical schools.

We’ve also lowered and simplified the tuition and general fee.  
In Fall 2018, students who enroll will not pay more than $25,000  
per year* for undergraduate coursework. 

*This pricing does not include room and board, health insurance, or any professional, clinical or transportation fee.

USciences.edu/CCtuition

To learn more about Montgomery County Community College’s  
articulation agreement with USciences, contact a transfer counselor  
today at transfer@usciences.edu or 888-996-8747.

Transfer to a Path of Success

The Value of Family

You’ve begun your college experience.  
Now enhance your journey towards a valuable career.
Transfer to a university ranked by NPR as a top 50 school in the nation for 
emphasizing upward mobility.*

At Holy Family University, 30% of new full-time students began their college 
experience at another institution. Like them, you’ll find nearly 40 programs 
to choose from, the lowest net cost option among private universities in 
Pennsylvania, and a truly supportive learning environment. 

Generous scholarship opportunities are available, and on-the-spot credit 
evaluations are offered every day.

Register online at holyfamily.edu/MontCoTransfer

* National Public Radio, September 2015
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 The Philadelphia Eagles 
faced many obstacles throughout 
this season. First, they lost 
running back Darren Sproles to 
season-ending injuries of a torn 
ACL and broken arm early in the 
season. Then they lost one of their 
best left tackles, Jason Peters, in 
a Monday Night football game 
against the Redskins. They were 
also dealt a big blow with their 
star quarterback Carson Wentz 
going down in week thirteen 
against the Los Angeles Rams. 
 After Wentz went down with 
a torn ACL, many were sure the 
Eagles were done without him. 
Coach Doug Pederson brushed 
off losing Wentz in a postgame 
news conference by stating, “I 
hate [the injury] for the career 
and the season he’s been having. 
But at the same time, it’s been the 
‘next-man-up mentality.’”
 Once backup quarterback 
Nick Foles took over, no one 
picked the Eagles to win the 
Super Bowl. The Eagles proved 
all the doubters wrong. They 
were the only team from the NFC 
East to go to the playoffs. They 
gained homefield advantage 
throughout the playoffs. 
 Their first playoff game 
was a close win over the Atlanta 
Falcons. The Eagles held off a 
fourth-quarter drive to win 15-10. 
The NFC Championship game, 
their second in the playoffs, was 
where the Eagles shined. Nick 
Foles came up big against the 
Minnesota Vikings defense, 

throwing for 352 yards and 
scoring three touchdowns in 38-7 
rout of the team whose home 
stadium hosted the Super Bowl. 
 The Super Bowl became a 
rematch from the 2005 Super 
Bowl against the New England 
Patriots, in which the Patriots 
won 24-21. The Eagles were 
underdogs once again against 
quarterback Tom Brady and the 
Patriots. But the Eagles became 
“wonderdogs” as they made 
many incredible plays against the 
heavily favored defending Super 
Bowl champions. 
 One of the greatest plays 
in the Super Bowl was called 
“The Philly Special.” Eagles 
running back, Corey Clement, 
moves to the left; Nick Foles 
slides to the right side near his 
offensive tackle. Starting center 
Jason Kelce tosses the ball to 
Clement, who then passes it to 
tight end Trey Burton. Burton 
throws the ball to Nick Foles for 
a touchdown.
 Eagles defensive end 
Brandon Graham came up with a 
huge play in the end of the fourth 
quarter by stripping the Patriots’ 
Tom Brady of the ball, allowing 
the Eagles to later take a lead the 
Patriots did not come back from. 
The final score of 41-33 ended a 
52-year championship drought, 
giving the Philadelphia Eagles 
their first-ever Super Bowl win.
 After the Eagles won the 
Super Bowl, many fans ran up 
to Broad Street to celebrate. The 

biggest celebration day for fans 
was on February 8, when the 
Eagles held a parade stretching 
from City Hall to the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art. An estimated 2 
million fans came to celebrate 
the Eagles championship. 
 William Martin, a 
Montgomery County 
Community College (MCCC) 
student and rabid Eagles fan, 
was at the parade. He said his 
favorite moment was when the 

confetti started coming out and 
Carson Wentz was holding the 
Lombardi trophy.  
 Jake Harrison, also an Eagles 
fan and student at MCCC, said his 
favorite moment was seeing all 
the Eagles fans together having 
a good time, listening to good 
music and seeing the players with 
the Lombardi trophy. Harrison 
said he hopes the Eagles repeat 
another win next year so he can 
go to another parade.
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A 52 Year Drought Comes to an End

Rahul Thevar
The Montgazette Staff

The Eagle’s Super Bowl Victory Parade
passed in front of Philadelphia City Hall.

Photo by Rahul Thevar
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Montgomery CCC

Where we promise
your tuition
never goes up.

This fall, new freshmen and transfer students will participate in ESU’s Warrior Promise— Guaranteed Tuition Rate 
Program. The Warrior Promise is ESU’s commitment to a guaranteed, fixed four-year tuition rate beginning with the 
term a student enrolls. 

The Warrior Promise makes the cost of a college education predictable for students and
their families, helps them manage college costs and plan financially for their 
student’s education, and helps students remain focused on graduating in four years.

ESU is the only public university in Pennsylvania to o­er its students a four-year 
guaranteed tuition rate.  

For more information on the ESU Warrior Promise and to apply, 
go toWhereWarriorsBelong.com Where WARRIORS Belong
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 Ranging from a tale of romance with 
a mysterious sea creature in the 1950s, to 
a tale of a young girl attempting to go to 
college in the early 2000s, this year’s Oscars 
holds an incredible variety in genre while 
expressing the true art of cinematic and 
narrative magic that Hollywood can offer. 
The big conversation being talked about is 
this year’s nominees for Best Picture, which 
include nine different films such as Call Me 
By Your Name, Darkest Hour, Dunkirk, Get 
Out, Lady Bird, Phantom Thread, The Post, 
The Shape of Water, and Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing Missouri. 
 While all the films are fantastic for their 
own reasons, The Shape of Water, Lady Bird, 
and Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri 
are my top three contenders for Best Picture.
 Guillermo del Toro’s romance, The 
Shape of Water, follows the story of a 
mute woman who works as a janitor for a 
government facility in the 1950s as she falls 
in love with a strange creature being held 

captive inside the facility. The film captures 
a fantastic tone of adventure and love 
while the two individuals who fall in love 
never say a single word to each other. The 
tone of love and message of beauty inside 
every creature or human speak powerfully 
to its audience as del Toro has said himself  
that, “the monster in the film is a metaphor 
for the imperfections of the world while 
remaining to be beautiful.” The Shape of 
Water continues to show its strength, having 
the most nominees in the Oscars with nine 
in total. The film is my first “Best Picture” 
winner prediction, and it includes stars Sally 
Hawkins and Octavia Spencer. 
 The second film to possibly win is Greta 
Gerwig’s Lady Bird. The film primarily has 
a focus on individuals who are still in high 
school or have just graduated as it follows the 
story of a girl in catholic school who attempts 
to get into a university across the country 
with little money and plenty of obstacles 
along her way. The movie has an amazing 

coming of age tone as you can easily relate to 
the lead actress, Saoirse Ronan, who portrays 
the character of Lady Bird. 
 The final film that I believe to have a 
strong chance of winning the Best Picture 
award is Martin McDonagh’s social 
commentary on women’s security and status, 
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri. 
While being the most controversial film 
of the three predictions, it follows a strong 
narrative tale of a mother finding revenge, 
redemption, and closure for her daughter who 
has been brutally raped and murdered, and as 
local law enforcement failed to bring the man 
or situation to justice. 
 Overall, the other films are just as 
incredible as the three I mentioned, and are 
all worth a watch by everyone. The beauty 
of film is that every movie is subjective, 
and the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences has the Oscars to celebrate 
the diversity of films that the world is able 
to enjoy. 

EN
TE
RT
AI
NM

EN
T Thoughts on Contenders for Oscars Best Picture 

Alonso Barrantes
The Montgazette Staff

Congratulations to 
Justin Patrick Oakes!

The Montgazette Staff Writer

Justin won First Place in the Editorial category 2018 Student Keystone 
Press Awards for his articles:

• Colin Kaepernick: More Patriotic than the President
• Why Stephen King’s IT Resonates with Millenials
• Today’s North Korea is Yesterday’s Cuban Missile Crisis
 
The Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association (PNA) Foundation sponsors 
this highly regarded writing competition among Pennsylvania colleges 
and universities.Photo courtesy of Justin Patrick Oakes
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Rhythmic expression by the students of 
Montgomery County Community College 

Let your voice be heard. 
Submit to montgazette@gmail.com.

Third Edition

Poetic Voices
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It’s alright, Virginia,
Take whatever’s within you
And dry your swollen eyes. 
I know it’s cold in the snow,
But when the north winds blow,
They will blow away the lies. 
And all the promises made
And all the pain that you’ve kept
Will all wash away with
The tears that you’ve wept. 
And I’ll forget about your shoes
On the floor I’d just swept,
Though I never could
Forget before. 
But what if hearts only broke
Like how clouds part ways,
Just to make some room for
A nice sunny day?
I wonder, can you fathom
A break from the rain
When you can’t take
This shit anymore?
But the players still fold
And the cards are still stacked
Against a No One like me
With a love for the fact
That you’re still staying here
With no one to hold you back. 
But Virginia, darling,
Just remember that
The sun will still shine on you,
You know it’s true. 
Virginia, darling,
Just remember that
Somebody still loves you.
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Illustration by Emily McLaughlin 
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There are some people who think
That it’s oddly satisfying
To watch a flower die. 
Personally, I find it
Oddly horrifying
To see a flower bloom. 
It knows not its fate. 
But I do. 
It knows not its tragic path. 
But I do. 
I sometimes feel
As though revolutions are often
Like a flower. 
People take to the streets 
With flying colors
And exuberant voices. 
Reds
And
Whites
And 
Blues
And
Pinks
Are hoisted in the air
By elderly and child
Alike. 
Lively, this young revolution is. 
And yet, just like all before,
I fear that this revolution will die
With the stained brown blood
Of the revolutionaries being

Watching Flowers Growby Justin Patrick Oakes

The only reminder of a once
Beautiful portrait. 
But this revolution is different. 
This revolution is kept by women,
Not men. 
Women know how to nurture flowers. 
Women know how to keep them growing. 
And women can be just as
Revolutionary as 
Voltaire
And
Lenin
And
Che,

But without all virulent turbulence
That wreaked havoc on past revolutions. 
No, this revolution is different. 
This revolution is electric and alive. 
This revolution knows no glass
Ceilings, not because it cannot see any,
But because they’ve all been shattered. 
This revolution changes
The future. 
This revolution
Looks every little girl
In the eye and says,
“You will not die a wilted flower,
You will grow
And
Grow
And
Grow,
And even after you’ve gone
You will have made the mark
Of Washington
And
Jefferson
And
Franklin,
But you did it ten times better.”
The future is female.
I saw it,
And I’m damn sure it’s female. 

Illustration by Emily McLaughlin 
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The MCCC Central Campus Club Fair
January 31, 2018

Photos by Justin Patrick Oakes
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Transfer to our 
accelerated evening program

Are you ready to complete your bachelor’s degree? visit www.chc.edu for more information.

Transfer to our 
daytime program

• Evening and weekend classes
• 8-week accelerated format
• Hybrid and online courses available
• Complete the Human Services or Business
      Communications degeee at the MCCC Pottstown location
• Other classes also offered at MCCC Blue Bell &  Pottstown 

campuses
• Scholarships and discounts available
• Transfer up to 75 credits

• Daytime classes offered Monday-Friday
• Fall and Spring semesters
• Transfer students make up 1/3 of the 

undergraduate student population 
• Scholarships and discounts available
• Transfer up to 75 credits

Chestnut Hill College   9601 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19118   215-248-7001   www.chc.edu

take the
next step 
in the right
direction.

new daytime program:
B.S. in Exercise Science 

new accelerated evening programs:
B.S. in Security Studies

B.S. in Organizational Dynamics


